Principles of good evidence giving.
With increased regulation and litigation in the health-care sector, appearing in court is becoming an almost routine part of a district nurse's role. A review of local newspapers shows that in the last 4weeks alone district nurses around the UK have given evidence in no fewer than ten different cases that have involved the coroners' court, county court and magistrates' court. The prospect of appearing in court or giving evidence at fitness to practice hearings remains a daunting one. The process is still largely adversarial and cross examination is a hostile experience. This article highlights the principles of good evidence.